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To my moft honoured Friend 


Mr. Thomas Hollis. 


FF 
=o\)E owe the fir? returns and offer- 

i] ings we can poflibly make to 
our belt friends and greatett be- 
nefactors. To you therefore 
who areby far the greateft Bene- 
factor to our College, and theréin to the in- 
terefts of religion and learning among us, I 
humbly tender a {mall prefent of fome of 
the deft fruits of New England ; believing 
that the following di/tourfés will be very 
acceptable to you, and to all that havea true 
tafte of picty and learning, 

The worthy author was a learned and faith> © 
ful pa/for to one of the churches of Chrift in 
, Boftoen; where he thone in.this office for 
feventeen years, a burning light; as for 
fome years before he had done in the college 
at Cambridge, one of its mok eminent — 
tutors. aes 
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~~ 


& 

ii The DEDICATION. 

God took him up from our heads but a little 
before you began to pour in your benc- 
factions onus; or elfe He had doubtlefs been 
the perfon firft and moft known unto you 
among us : being a moft zealous friend of the 
college, and onej of the Fellows of the Cor- 
poration. Wor would any man haye more 
rejoiced in the favour of God to us, in your 
friendfhip and bounties to that focicty, than 
Mr. Pemberton would have done, had he liv’d 
to {ec it. Ihave but poorly ftood as it were 
in his place in that happy correfpondence 


with you, which has been of fuch vaft ad~ 


vantage to my country. 

Suffer me, Sir, to glory a little in this fin- 
gular honour which providence has done me, 
and to thank you again in the name of the 
college and of thefe churches, for your moft 


generous and endearing goodnefs to them, 


the kindneffes of God, which you have fhown 
to us, 


Your bounties to us feem to have no boz- 
tom, flowing on like a “ving fpring that 
gives its waters unask’d and without meafure. 
Not, content with having freely founded for 
usaprofeffor of divinity, and that ten of our 
fons do receive yearly a liberal exhibition 


from you, (befides the great increafe of our © . 
library from your influence, and that of other 


generous lovers of learning, like your felf) 
You have in your Ja to me furpriz’d us with 
anew foundation, equal to your fit, na 

; Yo 
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ly, of aprofeffor of the mathematicks and 
experimental philofophy. 

What thanks can we render to God for all 
thefe his benefits to us, coming through 
your hands? To bis name we give the glory, 
and to his fervant our moft hearty and grate- 
ful acknowledgements ; befeeching God to 
crown with his blefling each one of your 
liberal devices towards us and others, 

Particularly, may many a Pemberton (fuch 
for piety and literature, for heavenly gifts 
and graces) be found among the {cholars of 
Mr. Hollis in our houfe in all times to come: 
or rather, may your profeffors be fach always 
in their day, as Mr. Pewerton was in his. 

The charaét.r of this great man ig given 
in the funeral fermon, added to thefe his 


precious remains; and that in the mouth of 
two witnefles it may be eftablifhed, it is re- 
_peated from the reverend Mr. Seqwa//’s funeral 


difcourfe on the fame occafion, 

You will find alfo the name and chara&ter 
of another eminent fervant of God, the re- 
verend Mr. William Brattle of Cambridge ; 
who was a generons patron of learning a- 
mong us, and longa father of the college. Yt 
will be a pleafure to you, Sir, to know him, 
though it be fo long after his deaths and will 


» but further endear our college to you; which 


if it ftillybring forth fuch foxs, who thal! 


become fuch Kovernours of it from age to 


age; you will not repent your bounties be- 
ftowed on it, ‘That 
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That it may be fo, and that God may - 
prolong your u(eful life to fee the beginning 
of it, as I think we already do in feveral of 
; your {cholars that begin to fhine in our pul- 
2 1S 5 
: That the God of heaven may return into 
your bofom in fpiritual bleffings all your 
charities and labours of love, wherein you 
have miniftred and do minifter to his name 
and people ; 
And that it may pleafe God to blefs the 
following /ermons for the forming more of 
our fons for his fervice. 
And very particularly, that the worthy fon preached to the artillery Company 
of Mr. Pemberton, who already exhibits fo 
much of the good fpirit that refted on his’ 


afcended father, may inherit a double portion . A Sermon 
of it; is the hearty prayer of, = ae pimeerretceed ot the leiture in Bolton, April 20, 17044 
poy, AA Sermon at the requeft 
an . Me @ gentleman in New England, upox his fon s 
9) age oo profeffing people. 
: in the andience of the General 
Honoured, Sir, Court, at the leéture ia Botton, Me I os 
Lair off. efraiinaee j 3 V. A Funeral Sermon, on the death of the Rev. 
P stg “4 inal and dignity of govern- 
obliged Friend, and very i ds Cre. 2A Sermon preached before bis 
; ; : : SP ee ‘the. Governour, and the General Af~ 
h wmble Servant, Be the Province of the Maffachufetts-Bay 
, lay for 

eal ae Ez. ¥ 5 : a he Eleétion of His Majlis Council there. ag 
tas Tas : . | . * VIL. Abtrue Servant of his generation charaéte- 


rized, Gt. A Sermon on the death of the honon~ 
rable John Walley, Efgs---Jan.x7 11. 
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VIII. Three Epiftles Prefatory zo Books of others. 
” Thofe are all that sere publifhed in the author's 
Life-time. Since his death have been printed the 
two following pieces. 
IX. A brief Account of the ftate of the province 
of the Maffachufetts-Bay i2 New England, 
civil and ccclefiaftical. Publifhed Anno 1717. 
* -X, A Difcourfe previous to the Ordination of the 
- Rev. Mr. Jofeph Sewall, at Bofton, Sept. 16. 
1713. In defence of Presbyterial ordisation. 
To which is added, 
A Sermon after the Funcral of Ar. Pemberton, by 
the Rev. Afr. Colman; giving fome Accornt of his 
Life and Character. 


SERMON IL 


The SOLDIER defended 
and® directed, ° 


Luke Ill, 14. 


” And the foldiers likewife demanded of hii, 


Saying, And what (ball we do ? —— 


SaUE. Life of man in this prefent world 
is celebrated by many mafters of mo- 
rality among the heathen, under the 
notion of ai Warfare: but-the/e were 
neyer able’by their Molt exalted The- 
ories to ftate the true nature of it, or 


eer ae Ror : 
, Wpreferibe the juft rales for the fuccefsful difcharge 
¥ hereof: For after all their eflayes, the undifciplined- 
iY 


~ combatant will need direGtion ; and the faint hearted, 
encouragement in the day of battle. But row Ghyi« 


 . fianity does fupply all thefe defeéts : This gives ug a- 


more exalted notion of this Warfare; and jays down 
i ’ B the 
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2 The SOLDIER 
the beft rules for the conduct of the chriftian Soldier, 
from his firft entring the Line of battle, till death 
«fhall raife che Camp, and give him a diftharge. Here 
the ‘conduct and prowefs of the GENERAL, un- 
der whofe banner he is to fight, is difplayed; the 
power and policy of thofe Enemies, which he is to 
agonize and confli& with, is laid open; the good 
caufe, in which he is to engage, difcovered ; and the 
glorious premium, or prize, which he is to contend 
for, is fet forth, and affured to the viGor; a Prize 
fufficient to infpire every breaft that has the leaft fenfe 
of true honour, with all the Effentials of an heroical 
refolution, and unbroken courage. 

How a foul fhall difcharge this warfare, as be- 
comes the Honour of Chrift his@eader, the goodnefs 
of the caufe, and the glory of the reward, is a que- 
ty of no common importance: the refolution of 
which in fhort is, that the faithful difcharge hereof 
confifts in a pun@ual obfervation of his Commander’ s 
orders. 

Thefe orders are plainly and fully contained in the 
unerring oracles of Truth, which if obferved, the 
combat will be crowned with victory, and the vic. 
tory end in an everlafting Triumph. Now thefe or- 
ders are exceeding large; as extenfive as the Law of 
God, which the royal Prophet tell us, is exceedin 
broad: The latitude of which orders confifts in 
their being adapted to all the children of men under 
is no poft, ftation or profeffion but what the exe 
tend He and afford condu&: ae They aad the 


their various circumftances sadimployments. There | 
110: 


King on the throne, and ftoop to the Begear on 


the Dunghill: They are direétive, and obligatory 
“to the Prieft at the altar, to the Judge on the tribu~ 
nal, and the Soldier in the camp, and in all his pre- 
parations herefore: So that by a faithful difcharge 
of the duties of their refpective pofts on chriftian 

princi- 
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principles, they will make glorious advances to the 


unfhaken kingdom of eternal light and love. 
Agreeable to all this, Chrift, the believer’s Com- 
mander, having withdrawn himfelf as to bodily pre- 
fence from his Adilitant camp on earth, and being ad- 
vanced to the head of his trismphant armies in hea- 
ven; has in admirable wifdom fubfticuted an order 
of men to reprefent his perfon, and a&t in his name 
as under-officers; and thefe ftand obliged by the du- 
ties of their function to publifh, explain and apply 
his orders in their full extent and latitude. Hence 
it is the character of one wifé and faithful in this 
facred order, to bring out of his ftore-houfe things 
new and old, and. to give every one their por- 
tion in due feafon; and neither hopes nor fears are 
to move them from this duty of their charge. A, 
gofpe!-minifter in the difcharge of his office, is not 
only to declare the general duties of chriftianity, 
which refpe& all in common, that are lifted under 
Chrift Jefus; but as opportunity calls, to make a 
more clofe application of particular duties to men in 
their refpective capacities; and to warn them again{t 
thofe temptations which endanger their welfare in 
their feveral ftations.. When Chiift’s ambaffadors do 
thus, they are not to be treated as de(erters of their 
proper charge, nor voted guilty of an ufurpation, 
or an Invafion made on anothers province: But it 


.is to be accounted a fpecimen of that wifdom and 


fidelity, which become’ the chara@er of Stewards in 
Chrift’s boxfhold. A glorious inftance of this pru- 
dence and faithfulnefs we have before us in Fohi the 
Baptift, in his treatment of perfons of divers orders, 
agreeable to their feveral characters. : 
I fhall not effay a critical analyfis of our context. 
Tt fhall fuffice in general to f&y: That when the ful- 
nefs of time was almoft come for the appearance of 
the eternal Son of God in human nature ; under 
B2 which 
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which veil he was to fcreen the infufferable bright- 
nels of his divinity in order to the redemption of 
his cho‘en {rael, according to the everlafting counfel 
of peace; Now God was pleafed to difpatch Fohz 
the Baptif? the promifed Elias, as an herald of the ap- 


proaching Meffias, as the morning ftar to ufher in -' 


the fun of righteoufnefs: This fore-runner of Chrift 
was authorized, by his doétrine and baptifm to pre- 
pare finners of that day for the reception of this 
Prince of peace, In order to this we find him prea- 
ching the doétrine, and adminiftring the baptifm of 
repentance ; which he enforces with the confidera- 
tion that rhe kingdom of God was at hand; and with- 
al alarms his auditory with an awful predidtion of 
deftruétion, if they refufe to comply with his do» 
Grine: The fuccels of which difpenfation we have 
an account of. Many of his aud tors were awake- 
ned, and brought to fome ferious thought ; fo as to 
addrefs him for further dire@ion. Thus we find 
many of the people, the Publicans, and the Sold eys 
feeking to the baptift for further inftruétion. 

Our text is the addref’ made by men of the mi- 
litary order. The Soldiers likewifé demanded of hint, 
Saying, and what fhall we do® In which we may 
obferve, 


x. The perfins addreffings and they are Soldiers: 


‘Thefe were the Roman Soldiers pofted there to main-*-..- 


tain Rome's conqueft of Judea: An order of men 
ordinarily too much devoted to Blood, p'unders and 
raping ;_ Too many of which chufe to fight in Sae 
tan’s camp 3 to march in his forlyz in the way to 
deftru@ion ; .as if they were refolved to ftorm the 
kingdom of darknefs, and take it by violence, 

2. We may obfcrve the perfon addyeft 10; viz. Folia 
the Baptift, & that is the antecedent to the relative 
bin in our text: which intimates to us, that Chrift’s 
ambafladors are proper perfons to be confulted with, 


about 


ad = = > 


bos 
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about matters of duty, by perfons of all orders and 
degrees. The Prieft’s lips muft preferve knowledge ; 
and we are to ask the law at his mouth. 

3. We may obférve the addrefs it felf: viz. they de- 
manded of him, faying, what fball we do? Which is 
as if they had faid, Sir, we have heard your do€trine 
of repentance; we have obferved the»terrors of the 
Lord, which you have fet in battle array againft the 
the impenitents we apprehend our own danger; and 
we, who are no better chan bryars and thornss, dread 
to confront confiming fire: and fince repentance, and 
the fruits thereof are neceflary to our efcapes_inftrud 
us, O thou man of God, how we may order our 
lives; and particularly in that poft that divine pro- 
vidence has placed us in, that we may efcape the 
wrath to come, and be prepared for the kingdom of 
a the words there are two aflertions which 
fhall employ our prefent meditations. 


Affertion I. 


That Milvary Men, or Soldiers, are an order of men 
allowable and proper in a chriftian flate. 


is is a truth that every one, who is not blind- 
Pps adicd muft Tienes as inconteftable: who 
can difpute the lawfulnefs of this order, that does but 
take a view of thofe principles; which the God of 
nature has originally implanted in humanity 5 who 
do confider the hiftory and doGrine both of the 
veiled and unveiled gofpel; and withal obferve the 
difpenfarions of divine providence in the world? Yer 
this has been confronted by the ftrongeft efforts of 
wit, and art: Thus it has been affaulted by Socinss, 
and the main body of the Racovian rout, together 
with many giddy enthnfiafts, who lifted under their 
banner to defy and fight againft the truths of the 
fiving God. Te 
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It mut indeed be acknowledged that war, to 
which military men bear a relation, is an evil to be 
deprecated: The tragical records of all ages do fpeak 
in bloody charaéters. what fearful defolation\it makes: 
and this is given by fome as a reafon why in the {a 
cred records the fame word is fometimes ufed to fig- 
nifie war, and harveft: becaufe in war men are reapt 
and mown down by the fword; as grafs and corn 
by the fcyth and fickle. Every battle, faith the E- 
vangelical prophet, is with confizléd noife, and garments 
rolled in blood. Ya. 9. 5. But yet this docs not ar- 
gue that war is fubverfive of chriftianiry ; or that 
this order of men, who are to tranfa& in this affairs 
is not to be allowed in gofpel days, for Soldiers are 
not only allowable, but proper and neceffary in a 
chriftian ftate. To ftate and illuftrate this affertion, 
let us remark. 

1. That there world have been no occafion for men 
of military order, had man retained his primitive integrie 
zy. This was not from the beginning. The original 
ftate of nature isnot a ftate of war. Had the divine 
Image on man, which confifted in the indefe@ive 
re@titude of all his. powers, remained in its crested 
brightnefs ; had not the glory of human nature been 
fullyed by fin; there would have been no foundation 
for men of a military quality. There would have 
been no armies to confront or guard againft ; ao 
paffes to be forced; no feiges to be raifed; no garri- 
fons to be ftorm’d. Unblemifhed Innocency would 
have preferved mankind in perfe& amity. This or= 
der therefore is confequent upon the apoftacy : Had 
mot man deferted that poft God at firft placed him 
in, turned revolter, and put himfelf under a ‘for- 
veign jurisdiétion ; and join’d with the rebel hoft of 
apoftate {pirits in the curfed confpiracy againft God ; 
there would have been no jars, nor difcord among 
men. Had no fin drawn the flaming fivord of di- 

vine 
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vine juftice, men would never have drawn the fword 
againft one another: The whole earth would have 
been a fantlwary of Peace, whereas fin has now made 
it an -Aceldama, a field of blood, a ftage on which 
the moft bloody tragedies have have been aGted. 

2. Were the principles of chriftianity fully entertained 
and aled upon in the world, there would be no need 
of military men. Peace among men is one blefling 
which the gofpel of peace naturally tends to intro- 
duce. The holy principles of our bleffed religion 
are admirably adapted to infpire men with a catho- 
lick love and tendernefs to each other: They tend 
to remove the caufes of wars and contentions. The 
gofpel when entertained give checks to mens malici- 
ous lufts, regulates and controu!s their exorbitant 
paffions: and thefé are they that draw rhe fivords Jam. 
4> I. From owhence come wars, and Sightings among 
yors? come they not hence, even of your lufts, that war 
ig your members? The bleffed rules of Chrift obfery- 
ed will mortify the inordinate ambition of afpiring . 
Monarchs, they will keep them from tranfgrefling 
the boundaries of jx? and good, to enlarge ther terri- 
tories, advance their empire, and fatiate their hellifh 
pride, to which whole kingdoms many times fall dee 
voted vietims. Were the perfec law of liberty u- 
niverfally and practically received as man’s only di- 
rection, that prophecy would have a litteral accom- 
plithment, 1/4 2+ 4. They fhall beat their fivords into 
plow fhares, and their {pears into pruning books; mation 
fhall not lift up fivord: againft nation ; nor foall they 
learn war any more. We fhould ‘be continually en- 
tertained with the foft airs of Zion's: pleafant fongs 
of peace; and never be ftartled with the found of 
the trumpet, and the alarm to war: The whole earth: 
world be a Ferufalems a vifon of peace. a: 

3. This sotwithfRanding, the publick-weal requires 

Sich an order of ten ia a chriftian fates & ieeey 
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they are by the rules of chriffianity allowable and proper 
The gofpel has not obtained fuch full enterta nment 
in the world, as to make wars to ceafé on the earth. 
A chriftian ftate is expofed to the infults and outra~ 
ges of the fons of violence: and this violence is to 
be repelled by men expert in martial accomplifhments. 
It is high handed prefumption for a chriftian people 
to depend on God, by the miraculous interpofition of 
his providence, to fhield them from ruin, while they 
negleé& the proper means for their own fecurity: For 
though God can, and fometimes does fave, without, 
nay contrary to means, yet his ordinary and ftated 
way is to appear by his bleffing on means for the fal- 
vation of his Ifrae]. Hence according to the ordinary 
feries of providence, it is many times impoffible for a 
people to maintain peace at home, fecure their civil 
and facred liberties from the invafion and incroache 
ments of unreafonable men, unlefs the {word be drawn. 
The publick tranquillity fometimes makes a war eli- 
gible: It is indeed a devourer, but out of that eater 
meat will come forth. At certain times the publick 
“ calamities ( as one fays ) are of that nature, that 
< preparations of fieel are found to be the moft face 
& cefsful antidotes: and there is no poffibility of cu- 
ring thefe maladies but by thefe Chalybeats: Now 
military men are neceflary to apply this remedy to 


a fick ‘and languifhing ftate: Hence by the I 
felf prefervation, that fundamental law ue eee - 


ture, fuch an order of men are to be upheld in a 
chriftian common-wealth: And if natural principles 
oblige hereto, chriftianity will not prohibit it: chri- 
tianity does not fubvert any of natures laws; but 
confitm and exalt them. Soldiers therefore being a 
proper medium to a Jaudable end, viz. the publick 
good, it muft be allowed the approbation of the true 
religion, and of a duly regulated confcience: There 
is no prohibition in {cripture againft a military pro- 
I feffion 3 
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felGon: were there; why did hot the Baptift dif 
band the Soldiers in our text? Why did not out 
Lord and Mafter deplume the Centurion that came 
to him? Why did he not command him to lay 
down his commiffiox, as inconfiftent with thac fuith, 
“which in Jfael it fel had not its paraliel? In a 
word, why in fcripture are monuments erected in 
honour of fuch as have been remarkable for their 
martial atchievements their names mentioned with 
the character of honour; by which they are con/e- 
crated to pofterity ? By all which the affertion before 
us is fixed as a principle readi y to be granted, rather 
than a problem to be difputed. We pafs to the fe- 
cond affertion, which challenges our thoughts, vixe 


Affertion 11. 


That there are duties incumbent on Soldiers, which chria 
fiianty obliges and encourages them to the difcharge 


of. : 

Defigned brevity will permit me only to give a 
refolution to this enquiry, viz. 

What are thofe duties which chriftianity does oblige and 
encourage Soldiers to the difcharge of? 

And here, I fhall not infift on thofe dutics, which 
are not only incumbent on Soldiers, but alfo,on all 
in common, who are entred into Chrift’s mufter-roll. 

There is but one way that leads to the city o 
the living God and in that way both the prince 
and peafant, bond and free, both gown, and {word 
men, mutt fform the kingdom of Heaven, -and take it 
by violence. 

But that my difcourfe may in fome meafure lie 

-Jevel to the occafion of the prefent day, I fhall only 
confider the duties that our religion obliges Soldiers 
unto, as ech; which have an immediate afpect upon 
them in their military capacities. And that. my 

4 Cc ‘ thoughts 
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thoughts here may be diftiné, it feems not impro- 
per to diftinguifh between Soldiers only in prepa- 
ration by their military exercifes for real fervice; and 
fuch as are actually called to real fervice, to jeopar~ 
dife their lives in the high places of the Geld. It 
feems to be no great decorum in treating Soldiers 
at home, in peace, with the fame addrefs as is fuited 
to thofe that are ingaged in war, actually confronting 
an infolent adverfary. Here then we may effa a 
fhort account of the duties, which by the laws of 
chriftianity, are incumbent on each. ~ And, 

1. As to the duties which chriftianity obliges Soldiers 
to diftharge, who are only by their military exercifes at 
home in preparation for war. And the duties of thefe 
may be sankt under five general heads: As, 

I. Chriftianity obliges Soldiers to engage in thefé pre- 
parative military exercifes for a right end, {uch as God 
may approve of. It 1s the prerogative of man, by 
which he is raifed above the level of the infcriour 
creation, to a upon deliberation, and free ele@ion 
as a canfé by counfél of his own ations: hence he 
muft a¢t for fome end; which he is to have in his 
eye, and make the meafure of his ations ; which 
end ought to be fomething worthy and Proportion 
able to thofe intelle@tive and ele@ive powers, with 
which human nature is ennobled. And this is one 
principal hinge on which the moral good, or evil of 
his actions does turn. For though the intention of a 
good end be not of it felf fufficient to legitimate, or 
confecrate an action, as fome have vainly afferted; yer 
the want of it will defecrate and prophane the beft, 

Such therefore, as would engage in any affair, fo 
as to ob’erve therein the dictates of the chriftian re- 
ligion, muft look well to their end; that it be fuch, 
as may be approved of at the tribunal of God, and 
the bar of unprejudiced reafon 3 to both of which 
man ftands accountable. Here then, by the rules of 

chrifti- 
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chriftianity, the Soldier in thefe his preparatory exer- 
cifes ftands obliged to have a good end in his inten- 
tion. And this ought to be the fame end with thar, 
for which the art military was firft contrived and in- 
ftituted. In this affair that maxim of the fchools is 
not to take place, Won idem finis artis et artificis: the 
end of the art and artift isnot here to be diftinguifhr: 
Now this end is as ultimately the honour of God, 
in the good and fafevy of the common-weal, fo next- 
ly to be prepar’d for veal fervice, when the publick 
fafety calls for it. Military exercife is not to be 
lookt on as a play fit for children, bat asa work and 
bufinefs for men: Men are to engage in thefe exer- 
cifes not meerly for diverfion, but with an a€tual de- 
fign to get themfelves ready to ftand # rhe high places 
of the field, to [peak with the enemy in the gate, when 
providence fhall call them forth. This end, it is to 
be feared, is far from the thought of the moft, thar 
put themfeves under difcipline: The moft never 
dream of real fervice; they think of an innocent di- 
verfion, to make a goodly appearance, to look big 
and to ftrut in armour; and no wonder if fuch be 
cteft fallen when an enemy invades the land, and 


. danger approaches. By the want of this end the chri- 


{tian Soldier violates his chriftian obligation : with- 
out this defign of real fervice thefe exercifess with 
what pomp fo ever managed, are but a va'n fhews 
which according to the rules of religion will deface 
the charaéter of a martial fpirit. The Soldier, that 
has not this preparation for real fervice in his eyes‘ can 
give no tolerable account why he appears in arms ; 
unlefs to fill up an empty {pace with fomething as 
empty and void: fuch are no better than cyphers 

Jaced at the left hand of an accompt, which no 
whit advances the fum; they add not to the number 
of the chofen men of Ifracls men prepared for war. 
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2. Chriffianity requires a due cantion againft all thofe 
things that are fubverfive of this end. That which 
obliges us to intend and wll the end, obliges us to 


aill and refufe every thing that tends to frufirate that 


end: If therefore the Soldier, whi'e ar home and in 
peace, is bound in his military exercifes to aim at a 
preparation for real fervice; it then naturally follows, 
that he is under the fame engagement to take heed, 
that he avoid all that will impede this his preparation, 
or render him unfit for fervice: left when provi 
dence fhall open the campaign, and poft him in the 
line of battle he be found faint hearted and dare not; 
or, undifciplined, and fo knows not how to main- 
tain his poft when vigoroufly affaulted. And there 
are many things, which the Soldier is obliged b 
chriftianity to take heed againft, as that which will 
fubvert his end in thefe preparatory exercifes: we 
may hint at fome of them. 

Thus the Soldier is obliged to take heed againft luxury 
and debauchery. For thee will emafculate and effe- 
minate his fpirits, and fo unfit him to enter the lift 
againft an hardy foe. He that firiveth for maftery, 
faith the Apoftle, is temperate in all things, 1 Cor. 9. 
25. Intemperance enfeebles the body, and renders it 
unfit for heroick a€tions; it foftens the mind, and 
fo indifpofes the man for any noble and great re~ 
folves ; but prepares him to be an ealy prey to an 
infulting enemy. This proved fatal to Benhadad and 
his confederate princes, 1 Kings, 20. 16. 


Again, Sloth and idlenefs the Soldier at home is obliged 


to watch againft. A military life is alife of action; and 


whatever unfits for action unfits for thar fervice. Now 
floth by a phyfical efficiency abates the vigour, and 


damps the noble purpofes of the foul; it rufts the {pi-” 


rits, and caufes the faculties of operation to contra@ an 
unaccountable hebitude and dulnefs. Idlenef is a fore 


of lethargy that “benums the active powers of the 


foul, 


\ 
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and lays them afleep. It renders the Soldier 
Sot to sifereakes and incapable to undergo the fa- 
tioues of a martial expedition. The flothful is ne- 
ver like to blazon his own glory, defend his coun- 
try, or advance its renown by his exploits in the 
field of war. Sloth therefore is to be condemned as 
deftru@tive of the true end of Soldiers, and as fuch, 
prohibited by the rules of chriftianity. Whatever 
thine hands find to do, do with all thy might : Be not 
flothful ia bufinefi, Gee Thefe are documents of 
Chee ee Soldier muft avoid every thing that tends 
to nonrif fecarity. Security will keep him from due 
preparations 3 and expofe to inevitable ruine, ~when 
danger approaches. This was that which laid Laifb 
defolate Fedg- 18.27. She was quiet and fecure, 
and fo foon furprized into ruin; the inhabitants cut 
off by the edge of the ford, and the city burne 
ph si Chriftianity obliges them to take heed that they 
do a ath rate, and value the prefent hfe. An o- 
ver value for life will unfit a Soldier for that fervice, 
in which he muft carry his life in his hand 5 it will 
andifpofe him to facrifice it in the field of honour, 
fet the prefervation of the publick tranquillity. The 
eftimate, which Pompey made of life, was highly 
becoming the charaéter of a chriftian Soldier, when 
with great violence diffwaded by many from em- 
barquing in a violent ftorm, replied with an hero'ck 


bravery, my voyage is neceffary, my life is not fe 


Finally, Chriftianity obliges that they take beed of ais - 


ungovernable Spirit. Such a fpirit in Soldiers threat~ 
ens all with confufion: it is the fpring from whence 
all mutinies, and infurrections proceed : when this 
{pirit troubles the camp, nothing but defolation is to 
be expected: it is the worlt of plagues, than can in- 
yade an althy3 it js infectious, and threatens the 
ie whole 


im; ? pe: 38.0 1, Dal ER 
whole, it fpreads like a gangreen ; and is ordinari- 
ly cured by no Jesitives, but only by the tharpeft 
corrofives of martial difcipline. Chriftianity therefore 
requires Soldiers while at home in peace in thefe ex- 
ercifes, to take heed againft this ungovernable {pirit, 
‘ that which is obftructive to the true end of Sol- 

ery: And the prevailing of this fpirit is judged by pers 
fons of thought rat ee He not as feaf at 0. 
mex that attends the military affairs of this land. Now 
againft all thefe things, which are impedimental to the 
end of military order, our religion enters a caution. 

3. It obliges to diligence in the purfiit of this end b 

the moft proper and accommodable means. He that z 
obliged to will the end, is obliged to chufe, and dj- 
ligently to purfue the means that lead to that end 
Hence Soldiers being obliged in their prefent exerci. 
fes to make preparation for real fervice, in order to 
the publick repofe; they ftand obliged by the fame 
rule, to ufe the moft proper means tovger ready. To 
this end chriftianity requires, that the Soldier get fuy- 
nifht with proper armour, or martial weapons : with: 
out thefe he can’t be prepared for fervice; neither ¢ 
defend himfelf; nor to offend his adverfary. And 
is no feafon to feck for arms, when calléd into the 
field. It is no wonder the uncircumcifed Philiines 
did obtain an eafy triumph over Zrael, when there 
was not a fhield or a fpear found among fourty thoufand 
of Lfrael, Feds. 5. 8. As the fpiritual Soldier is not 
prepared to maintain his poft againft the militia of 
hell, unlefs arrayed with the whole armour of God = 
fo the proper So'dier will not be prepared to prevent, 
or repel the violence of his adverfaries, un'efs provi- 
ded with arms. Religion and reafon demand this 
provifion asd fuch trifle with duty, who negleEl it. 

Again, it obliges Soldiers to a due care ‘that they 
May attain military fcience. Weapons are to no pur- 
pofe without skill to ufe them. He that in thefe 

pre- 
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preparatory exercifes does not attain expertnefs there- 
in, when called to engage, will find his armour 
almoft as uneafy and ufelefs, as the ftripling David 
did Sauls ; and for the fame reafon becaufe he 
had not proved it. Skill in the art military is a ne- 
ceffary medium to that end which chriftianity pro- 
pounds to the Soldier. And the moft polite nations 
have moft endeavoured after proficiency herein. It 
is the opinion of fome verft in antiquity, that the 
Jews had their {chool for the Soldier, as well as the 
prophet ; by which they maintained their glory. 
Without this skill an army for number moft formi- 
dable may be put to the rout by a few well difci- 
plin’d troops. We fhall find abundant witnefs of 
this, if we confult the records of antiquity : This 
it was: that crown’d Alexander with victorious law- 
rels, and loaded him with the fpoils of his undifcipli- 
ned enemies : This advanced Cefar to a triumphal 
chariot: By this Rowe enlarged her dominions, and 
her inhabitants vanquifhed in battle double the num- 
ber of enemies, who poflibly might equal, if not 
furpafs them in natural ftrength and courage. The 
glory of moft kingdoms has ebb’d and flow’d with 
this skill. This therefore is a neceffary medium 
to real fervice: It is not therefore to be Jookt on as 
a matter of indifference, but of chriftian obligation, 
in the prefent ftate of the world. 

Another medium which tends to fit the Soldier 
for fervice is good order. Religion therefore obliges 
to due care for the prefervation hereof. Order is 
the beauty of the univerfe; the flrength and glory 
of all focieties ; without which they would disband 
and crumble into nothing: Withour order a Betheg 
will become a Babel, an army a confuled rout. Now 
this order among Soldiers confifts in every one’s keep= 


. ing to the duties of their refpective places: When the 


officers duly give out their orders; and tho’e under 
coni= 
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command do not conteft them ; but with quick os 
bedience move in the line of duty: It is fatal to a mis 
litary body to have this order broken: The prefer- 
vation of it is one good ftep to make it unconque- 
rable. Agreeably we have this defcription of an in- 
vincible army. Yoel 2. 7. They march every one in 
his way; and none fhall break, their ranks. The 
wifdom of all nations has judged the greateft {e- 
verity of martial difcipline juftifiable towards fuch, 
as break this order. And the greateft generals by 
the execution of this difcipline, have in all ages fig- 
nalized their fteady conduct. Memorable is “the ace 
count we have of Papiriss the diGator, who was 
with great difficulty perfuaded to fpare the life of 
young Fabins, the mafter of his horfe, for fighting, 
though fuccefsfully, in his abfence, and againft order. 
Famous is the ftory of Tit#s Adanlius, who condem= 
ned his own brave fon to death; for the like Vice 
torious attempt ; being repugnant to order. No or= 
der, without indifputable obedience; this therefore 
as one fays, is the key ftone of the arch, which bint 
and fuftains the vie fabrick. 

Now if order be thus neceffary to an army whe 
called abroad to fight, it piewe, that the a 
ance of it at home is a neceffary preparative to real 
fervice. None can in thefe preparatory exercifes wink 
at a breach of this order, but they betray that truft 
which God and their country have repofed in them. 
The mildeft commander muft make confcience while 
at home, to preferve this order by a due execution 
of difcipline on fuch as violate it: Otherwife they 
will train up Soldiers, who, when called forth to 
fervice, wil: be prepared, not to obey but mutiny 5 
not to fight, but run, to the reproach of their lea- 
ders, {corn of their enemies, and ruin of the publick. 

4. Cbriffianity requires that they get their minds ar- 
rayed with thofe chriftian virtues which will qualfie 

shen 
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thes for the attainment of this end. The former were 
external media, thefe internal. Let the Soldiers in- 
duftry be never {6 great, his application never fo clofe 
to the outward means, that tend to fic him for fer- 
vice; yet there are chriftian virtues, without which 
he will remain unready when the fignal is given, to 
take the alarm, and arm for battle. 

Thus the Soldier thould labour after a pxblick /pi- 
vit. That Soldier is unqualified for fervice, chat 
can’t lay claim to this ornament of the foul. A pri- 
vate fpirit, under the government of narrow and 
ftingy principles, is not a martial {piric ; it is a ble» 
‘mifh to the wax of war. This will quafh all jul 
hopes of fervice from fuch: Such will prefer their 
own private intereft before the common tranquillity : 
A man of a private fpirir, though very folicitous a- 
bout the fafecy of his own cabdbine; yet is little 
thoughtful for the welfare of the bottom, in which 
his all is embarked. Such a one is not prepared to 
venture his life in a generous and hazardous enterprize 
for the common weal. The Soldier therefore muft 
labour after a publick fpirit ; a {pirit to refent all the 
calamities, and to be paffionately concerned for the 
profperity of his country, With this fpirit we find 
thofe worthies indued, Gideon, Baruch, Sampjins 
Stepluhab, and Davids and with this armour they 
came prepared to fight the Lord’s battles. 

Again, Magnanimity, or greatne/s of fpirit, is anos 
ther virtue, which qualifies for fervice; and this chris 
ftianity commands; and the Soldier in his prefent 
preparations is to feck after. By magnanimity the 
Soldier will be qualified to engage in any noble, and 
generous attempt 5 and will chufe rather to facrifice 
his own life, than the publick peace, or his own 
honours The truly ereae {pirited Soldier is prepa- 
red to bear up againft all the hardfhips of the warm- 
eft Services with an unbroken and ere& mind; when 
Ke << the 
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the caufe of God and his people fhall prefs him into 
their fervice. This fpirit refted upon good Nehemi- 
ab, when he cried out, as Web. 6. 11. Shall fich a 
man asI fly? This fpirit infpired thar noble General, 
who when deferted by his army in heat of battle, 
thus did reprimand them: Go, fays he, tell the living 
that I dye FIGHTING ; while I go and tell the 
dead, that you live FLYING. 
Finally. Trae piety is a neceffary qualification for 
a Soldier in his preparation for fervice. The pious 
man, cateris paribus, will be found moft ready to en- 
gage in the moft bloody encounters for the publick 
defence. Piety will fecure the Soldier the proper 
protection of divine providence; which as an im- 
penetrable helmet will defend him; it inflames the 
mind with the ftrongeft refolution. Hence we find 
it the character of the righteous, Prov. 28.°%.. The 
vighteous are as bold as a hon. It was by faith that 
thofe worthies waxed valiant in battle, fibdued hinge 
doms, and put to flight armies of aliens, in Heb, - 
34. A guilty and defiled confcience is a bad prepa. 
ration for fervice. Such while under a ftupefadion 
through inconfideration may be fool hardy, but not 
truly brave and valiant: But once they come to haye 
their eyes opened, and take a view of themfelves with 
refpect to the future fate; they will dread their ene- 
mies artillery as if charged with hell and damnation « 
God, as well as man. will appear marching in ae 
camp to confront them ; and no wonder then if their 
hearts faint, and they turn the back in the day of 
battle. Thefe virtues are preparative qualifications 
If therefore the Soldier would get ready for fervice, 
he muft endeavour to get his mind arrayed winks 
thefe, chriftianity obliges hereto: And the camp is 
not the moft proper fchool to learn them in, 
5+ It requires @ dependance on God for bis bleffing 
20 make all means ficce/sful to the defigned end. The 
chrifti- 
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chriftian in all his wayes owes a deference to God 
as the fountain and author of all bleffings. It was 
the wife mans advice, Prov. 3. 6. In all thy ways 
ackuowledge bim; and this the Soldier is bound to 
in thefe his military exercifes; and this is done by a 
dependance on him for a bleffing, that fo he may 
not in vain attend this bufinefs, but may be prepared 
to fight the battle of the Lord againft the mighty. 
It is God’s prerogative thus to prepare the Soldier. 
Military skill, courage, and all other material accom- 
plithments, are his gift; hence David, that man of 
war, does afcribe to God the glory, Pal. 144. 1. 
He teaches my hands to war, and my fingers to fight. 
Without this divine bleffing, all means will fall fhorts 
and leave the Soldier unready. They may make bright 
their armour, and gather the fhields together, yet if God 
vaife not up the fpirits of men, all will be to no pur- 
pote: TheSoldiery will be only fit to adorn and ad- 
vance their enemies triumphs. Thus we have con- 
fidered the duties cf Soldiers at home, or in a time 
of peace, engaged in thefe preparatory military exer- 
cifes ; which duties not barely moral prudence, or 
State policy, but chriffianity obliges to the difcharge of 
This is the work of the Lord; and there is a curfe en- 
tailed on thofe, that do this work deceitfully, Fer, 48. 
zo. It remains that we pafs to fecond thing, viz. 

2. We are to confider the duties incumbent on milita~ 
vy men called to real fervice ; and thefe duties may be 
difpofed under thefe heads. 

1. Chriftianity obliges them to fee that their canfé be 
jeff. No war is juft but what is levied upon juft 
reafons: The fivord of the Lord, as well as of Gideon, 
mutt be the fignal to battle. What thofe things are, 
which are requifite to legitimate a war, is not my 
province to determine. To be-fure it is juft, when 
the neceflary defence of religion, the prevention of 
the ruin of the civil ftate, do call for ite I fhall 
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cflay critically to ftace how far, men in privaté 
are to enquire into the reafon of making 
would require more time to a juft determi- 
nation hereof, than is allowed mes; for it is a cafe 
to be determined with great caution and tendernefs 
fince all che reafons of itace, which will render a war 
lawful and neceflary, do not jie level ordinarily to 
the capacities of private perfons. However no pris 
vate perfon can with a good confcience engage in a 
war evidently unjuft, and oppreflive: To engage in 
it under fuch civcurnftances, is to engage in rapine 
and murders and fuch combatants, if they fal! in the 
battle, are in danger of the ¢ragical exit of thofe fpoe 
ken of, Exek. 32.27. Who ave faid to defeend to hell 
with their aeapons of war. The light of nature, as 
well as chriftianity, does require that there be a juft 
caufe of engaging in hoftile attempts. The Romans 
of old fecmed to have a juft fenfe hereof: hence they 
inftituted a college of priefs, who were term'd feciales, 
or heralds at avis; whofe bufinels it was to inquire 
into the reafons of war, and only on fufficient rea. 
fons to proclaim it: and untill this was done, their 
armies were to abftain ftom all aéts of hoftility. The 
jufine's of the caufe of war is required in the jus 
feciale, or Jaw of arms, which is one branch of the 
law of nations; and this the Soldier according to 
the regulation of chriftianity muft have regard to, 
2. Lt requires that they have a Sufficient call to ene 
gage bereia. Without this the juftnels of the cayfe 
wil not avail: Some Ca/miffs with no fmall Vigour 
difpute, whether a military employment do proper] 
belong to a chriftian’s general or particular calling 5 
whether it be i/fitutum vite, or munus, a profeffion 
of life or an office ftridily {peaking ; but it feems a 
needlefs combate. All muft own that it can’r be 
undertaken, as many other civil profeflions may, jure 
proprio, by mans own original authority ; bur jure dele» 
Lato, 
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ato, by authority derived from others, who have fuf= 
feat Y ahodeysiti power of life and death in their 
hands. Now fince it is fo, none are to ingage in reak 
fervice but fuch, as havea fufficient call thereto. The 
capital offender deferves death; yet none but fach, 
as hold the fword of juftice, can warrant his execution. 
The reafon is the fame in the cafe before us, to kill in 
war ought to be only an execution of juftice, which 
men mutt be authorized to: Indeed it is lawful, nay 
highly laudable and noble for men voluntary to offer 
themfelves to the pubtick fervice; but yet they muft 
tarry to receive their orders from fuch, as have authori- 
ty to grant them: without this they will have nocall to 
engage, unlelsforced toit in their own neceflary defence. 
3. dt requires that in their engagements they fbould 
wit. themmfelves like men; and that on the principles of 
ebriftianity It requires that they engage with that 
vigour, refolution, and courage, which becomes the 
ate of God they are engaged in, and the hopes 
of a glorious immortality, which chriftianity fets 
before them. When God’s people of old were called 
forth to battle, the priefts were commanded thus to 
addre(s them, Dent. 20. 3. Let ot your hearts faint, 
fear mt, and do not tremble, neither be ye terrified be- 
canfe of them. For want of this courageous and man- 
ly deportment, Soldiers will betray the caufe of God 
Pad their country, in which they are engaged ; and 
bring a lafting reproach and infamy on their own 
names: The want of this refolution will procure the 
Soldier captive chains inftead of viétorions lawrels: In- 
flead of riding, it will caufe him to be led in triumph, 
dragg’d at the conquerors chariot wheel. The Sol- 
dier therefore in battle mutt fignalize an undaunted. 
fpirit, as a defendant in bearing up againft the force 
of the aflailanes; as an agereffor in giving the enemy 
fafficient proof of his skill and ftrength. In all the 
Soldier mult quit hinafelf like a man and this mur 
e g 
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be done on chriftian principles; having an eye to the 
recompence of reward; to the crown not of fading 
lawrels, but of immarceffible glory, which before he 
had fecured, through the merits of Chrift a flawlefs 
title to: and with this profpeé&t, which only chrifti- 
anity can give, he may mock at fear, defy danger, and 
not give ground, when the quiver, the glitcering 
fpear, and the fhield rattles againft him : ‘knowing 
that whether he ftand or fall, he fhall be crown’d as 
victor in the other world. 

4. It requires that they watch againff thofé tempta- 
tions that are more pectliar to their poft. Every ftation, 
that divine providence places any of the children of 
men in, is befer with its peculiar temptations. Hell’s 
policy, the world’s fiatrery, the heart’s treachery, 
caue it to be thus. And the ftation of a So'dier 
in the camp is no ways exempted: while he breath- 
es continually on the borders of the territories of the 
King of terrors; he walks amidft more dangerous 
fnares, laid by the deftroyer, to take away the life 
of his foul. “He is beleagured by more temptations 
fworn enemies to his fpiritual tranquillity; than with 
enemies to his outward peace: There are fins, which 
are peculiarly ready to trozble the camp; and infee 
the Soldiery. OF this nature are thofe evils which 
the baprift in our context warns the Soldiers againft, 
viz. Do violence to no man; accufe no maw felfepy ; 
and be content with your wages. Now with refpe@ 
to thefe temptations, the life of a Soldier ought to 
be a life of cireumfpection. He fhould be always 
upon his guard, left he be furprized, taken, bound, 
led in triumph, and made the fport and paftime of 
thefe Philiffine lufis, that war againft the foul. Thefe 
not guarded againft, will preferve fome accurfed thing, 
which will trouble the camp of J/rael. 

5. Laltly, Ze requires that they do all, that in them 
lies to engage God's’ prefence in their camp. oa beft 
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difciplined army under the conduét of David’s wor- 
thies, without this prefence of God, will never 
render a people fuccefsful in war: The race is not to 
the fivift; nor the battle to the flrong. LEcclef? 9. 11. 
God is the Lord of hofts; the God of battle. His 
prefence will put life and vigour into the moft fee- 
ble hoft, and caufe them to do valiantly: with this 
prefence the Thijfile may challenge, and look in the 
face the Cedar of Lebanon. When God marcheth in 
the camp, an handful of men fhall vanquifh puiffane 
armies; one fhall chafe a thoufand, and ten put ten 
thoufand to flight. Whatever fide God takes fhall 
prove victorious. This prefence of God therefore 
the Soldier is obliged to engage with him ; as that 
which is neceflary to his fuccefs. From a full per- 
fuafion of this ic was, that when ever the people of 
Tfracl went out to battle the 4rk, that fjmabol of 


God's profénces and the promifed Adefias, was carried 


into the camp: On the prefence of which they 


“more depended than on their own ftrength, skill or 


number. And when ever an army can engage their 
enemy with that triumphant fong in their mouths, 
Pfal. 46+ 7 The Lord of holts is with us 3 and the 
God of. SFfacob our refuge. They need not fear the 
number, power, or policy of their adverfaries. Such 
are immured in God, as in an impregnable fortrefs ; 
a fortrefs thar can never be taken by ftorm or bat- 
tery 3 oF betray’d by treachery or ftratagem. This 
divine fhecinal, or prefence, it becomes the Soldier 
to fecure; that fo it may appear that the battle is the 
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This teaches us, that the good chriffiae és like to make 
the beff Soldier. Indeed others may be matters of as 
great or greater natural ftrength, courage, and policy 
but yet the good chriftian, when all other things are 
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equal, is like to prove the beft martialift. For he is 
the beft Soldier that beft performs the duties that 
chriftianity prefcribes the Soldier ; and confequently 
he is moft like to prove the beft Soldier, who is moft 
like to obferve thefe duties; and the religious man will 
in all probability make moft confcience to obferve 
thefe dire€tions ; Hence the devout Soldier is like to 
make the greateft proficiency in military accomplifh- 
ments, and fo to be beft prepared for fervice: He is 
likely to atchieve the greateft exploits when called to 
look danger in the face. -Autoninas the empcrour found 
this verified in that thindriag legion of chriftians un- 
der his conduét; who effay’d, and performed miracles 
in chivalry. And happy is that Prince; happy is thar frate, 
who have their quiver filled with thefe; they fhall not 
be afhamed to [peak with the enemy iw the gate. 


UASSE Sor. 


This teaches us who are fitteft to be put upon real 
Jervice: viz» Such as are beft prepared to perform 
the duties incumbent on the true Soldier: Such as 
have the greateft ability, obligation and fidelity to 
difcharge the duties of their poft. The halt, the 
Jame, and blind are as unfit to ferve God in the field, 
as at the altar. Men, of no love to the publick, of 
no intereft in the ftate, of no honour nor confcience, 
of little martial skill, and of eS courage, are not 
fit to make up a detachment to engage an enemy, 
and fight the Lords battle: When fuch are cull’d out, 
and difpatche into the field, or pofted in garrifons, 
Forts, 2s good enough to ferve in fuch important 
pofts; the common weal is in effect betrayed, , the 
moft probable method purfued to fecure the enemies 
triumph, and a peoples own defeat, and ruin. Thofe 
that devote fuch as thefe unquatificd ones to publick 


fervicey do but too much imitate the prophané priefts 
‘ f 
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of old, in their- defective oblations ; as if they were 
deftined to the fame defign, viz. to facrifice. Yet 
this is an error that moft places are apt to fall into. 

And unlefi critical obfervers are deceived, this land | 
can’t plead Not guilty, to fuch a charge. Are fuch our 
chofen men who are thus employed? Are they the 
moft fic and proper for their ftations? Surely they 
are not the chofen men of our J/rael: if they be, it 
is an awful judgment, which calls for deepeft lamen- 
tation. Zell it not in Gath, nor publifb it in the ftreers 
of Askelon; left the daughters of the Philiftine rejoyce 5 
and the daughters of the wacircumecifed trismph, 


USE Ill. 


Let it be an addrefi, with all due refpeé?, to men 
of miltary order. 


Gentlemen, you have preft me to this fervice ; 
and I truft I fhall not defeat your expeCations, fure 
Tam I fhall not break my great commanders orderss 
by vigoroufly addrefling you for your punctual re 

ards to the duties of your ftation. Quitting there- 
fore the confideratioa of the duties of fuch as are in 
real fervicey which through the indulgence of heayen 
js not your cafe this day: Be perfwadzd to comply 
with thofe duties, which you ftand obliged to in 
thefe military exercifes, which are preparatory to fer~ 
vice. Let then real fervice for the caufe of God, 
your King and country, be your aim: Watch a- 
gainft all that which is impediméntal hereto: be di- 
ligent in your preparation : let all your prefent exer= 
cifes be adapted and level’d at this defign: get thofe 
divine virtues, which will qualify you herefor; and 
feck Gods bleffing and acceptance herein. Enter the 
prefent field of exercife with this noble refolve, thac 
when the publick fafety fhall call you into the feet 
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of blood, you will enter with inclination: prove now 
your armour, that you may not be forced to quit it 
in the day of battle: This well becomes your charatter. 

The difciplined Soldier, that makes a figure at 
home, maft not fhrink back when providence calls 
him to march abroad to confront a publick enemy : 
Tt is not fufficient for a trained Soldier to excel in 
thefe military. exercifes at home; but when call’d 
muft enter the lift: he muft not take up with %e- 
hoafh’s taunting advice to Amaxiah, 2 King 14. 10. 

Glory in this, and tarry at home. 

That Soldier, that has not a due regard to fervice, 
is a difgrace to chivalry: all the encomiums that are 
given to the true martial fpirit, are to him biting 
farcafms ; every panegyrick an invective, a cutting 
philippic. 

To enforce this addrefs, let two confiderations be 
weighed. 

I. Jn probability yor will be called to real fervice. 
The clouds feem to be gathering from all quarters, 
on every fide appear fearful a of an ap- 
proaching fform of war and blood: ands if all figns 
imaginable fail not, it will not be long before we 
fhall fee Hannibal at our gates. Remember what Ba- 
lack, King of Adoab hath devifed, and Balaam the fon 
of Peor hath counfél’d. The enemies of our religion, 
our king, nation, and land are in their triumph, and 
think the day is their own: In this dark day the 
Lord of hofts feems aloud to utter that voice in our 
ears. Foel 3. 9» LO. Prepare war, wake up the mighty 
men, let all the men of war draw near, lee them come 
up: beat your plow Shears into fivords, and your prune 
ing hooks into pears. Never more reafon to raife 
zhofe melancholly notes with the prophet. Ser. 4. 
19. My bowels, my bowels, I am pained at my very 
heart, my heart maketh a noifé within me; I can't bold 
my pease; becanfe thou haft heard, O my foul the sage 
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of the trumpet, aad the alarm to war. God feems in 
his providence to be giving about the cup of his ine 
dignation, red with blood; and we in thefe ends of 
the earth, can’t expect but to drink deep of it. To 
be fure our grofs abufe of the bleffings of peace; our 
high handed iniquities, by which we have managed 
a fatal war againft heaven; give us no {mall occafion 
to expect it. dad when this day comes, it will be 
feen who has proved his artour. E 

Il. God and man juftly expe that you flonld be 
prepared. Man jultly expects it; becaufe this is the 
very defign of your military appearances: and if we 
enquire into the reafon of firft ereGting an artillery, 
we fhall find it to be this: wz. That the ftare 
might be furnifh’d with a fufficient number of per- 
fons expert in war, each of them like rhe fon of a king, 
who might be fit to lead and command, when war 
invades the land. : 

God expects this of you : for it is the duty that 
does naturally refult from your ftation, and without 


.a defign and endeavour to anfwer Gods expeétation 


herein, a day devoted to thefe exercifes will be na 
better than a day devoted to play and paftime; and 
to {peak freely, there will be found no great decorunk 
in a prayer or a fermon as a prologue to fisch ludicrous’ 
exercifes. Labour therefore to get your felves in all 
refpects prepared for real fervice, that you may not 

fruftrate the juft expectations of God and man. 
To wind up all: Let me not be thought a deferter, 
if I add, while you are engaged in thefe military 
exercifes, forget not your fpiritual warfare: Remem- 
ber you have enemies, which muft not only be con- 
tefted with, but vanquifh’d; enemies whofe malignity 
is inveterate, whofe policy is deep, whofe diligence is 
indefatigable, and ftratagems almoft unfathomable 
Remember your fafety lies in the ftrength, wifdom, 
and conduct of CHRIS T your leaders See 
Ea thay 
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that you be faithful in the difcharge of this warfare; 
and hereby you will be fitter for the fervice of a 
proper Soldier among men. In the-name of the Lord 
of hofts ercét your banners, and do valiantly. And 
«for your encouragement, know it; that if you be 
faithful in this work of the Lord, ere long you fhall 
be honoured not only with a flight ovation, but a 
proper trinmph. The city into which you fhall en- 
ter. a city whofe foundations are precious ftones, all 
whofe gates are entire pearls, whofe ftreets are paved 
with pure gold, is already prepared. Into this city 


you fhall make your entrance, riding in a triumphal. 


chariot, attended with glorious hofts of bright intel- 
ligences ; here fhall triumphal arches be erected as 
trophies, and monuments of your prowefs and con- 
dué&; palms fhall adorn your hands, fongs of vidtory 
thall find your mouths, and coronets of untarnifh’d 
glory fhall incircle your victorious brows: The 
whole confiftory of heaven fhall do you honour, 
and your names fhall be had in everlafting remem- 
brance. Saints and angels at your entrance thal] re- 
new and raife their HALLELUF AHS; with 
whom you will joyn with tranfports of joy, faying 
“AMEN, bleffings honour, Glory, might, and dominion, 
to HIM that fitteth on the throne, and nnto the 
Lamb for ever and ever ; In whofe fervice you are 
to fight; and in whofe name you hall overcome, 
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The PREFACE 


Curisrian READER, 
OW have here recommended to you a word 
in feafon; Jt hath been an ufizal remark, 
that thofe who are over bufj in other mens 
matters, are commonly the moff negligent of 
their ans and the greateft cenfurers do moft of all lay 
themfelves open to merit cenfure. The greatef? criticks 
are not ever the beft livers. They are apt to be the 
moft forward in pulling out the mote in anothers 
eye, who have the biggeft beam in their own. They 
that are Eagle-cyed abroad, are meer moles at home's 
and never did this fin and folly more need to be laid 0- 
pen and teftified against, than ia the age we live in, and 
ii the people we dwell among: nor can there be a grea- 
ter enciny to the reformation which every one fo lordly 
crys out fors and fiems fo deeply concerned for the want 


ae am well fatisfied, that the Author of this Sermon, 
neither defigned to obliges nor to provoke any mans but 
to open a duty of fo high importance, when fo little vee 
garded: nor was it in the leaft to difcourage the fo much 
needed duty of chriftian and charitable watching over 
cach other, and feafonable and regular reproving . ue 
a nother 5 
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nother ; but to fet the bounds to it according to the un= 
erring rules of the word of God. How much the name of 
God is difhonoured, the credit of the bef? of men expo- 
fed, and difionragement offered ro the moft faithful, by 
the fo notorious tranfgreffions of this precept, is obvions 
to all that will not fhut their eyes. If what is bere Spo- 
ken toucheth any with prejudice, it muft needs be the 
guilty, who raoft of all ftand in need of it. 

I need to add no more, but to exprefs my earneft de- 
frres and requeft to the father of mercies, that he would 
accompany this Nervous and nfoful difcour{é with his 
bleffing, fo as t0 make it ferviceable for the excitation of 
all forts and orders among is, more to Study and purfie 
what is iacumbent on them ia the oft where they are 
placed ; which, I am perfivaded world find them fa 
much brfineli, and afford them fo offettual conviétion of 
their own imperfetHions, as would afford them very little 
time, and convince them that they have lefi reafan to 
Play the Momus upon their neighbours: and that by this, 
and all other good ways, love, peace and charity, may 
be made to abound in the midft of us; So would God, 
even our own God, blefs us. The cordial wilh of 
one who Prays for the peace of Ferufalem, 


S. WILLARD. 


